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ABSTRACT

The study aimed to identify the evidentiary value of electronic writing
in administrative contracts under Emirati and comparative legislation,
adopting the comparative analytical method to examine the relevant
legal texts, jurisprudential opinions, and judicial approaches. The
study reached several significant findings, foremost among them that
the French legislator has expressly recognized electronic writing as a
means of proof equivalent to traditional written documents, provided
that the identity of its source can be reliably established and that its
content is safeguarded against alteration. French legislation has thus
entrenched the principle of equality between electronic and paper
documents in terms of their legal evidentiary value within the
framework of administrative contracts. In parallel, the UAE legislator
has taken advanced and proactive steps by enacting the Electronic
Transactions and Commerce Law, which accords electronic
documents full evidentiary force when they satisfy prescribed
requirements of security, reliability, and documentation. Emirati legal
texts further confirm that electronic writing constitutes a valid and
effective means of proof in administrative contracts, reflecting the
state’s broader policy orientation toward digital transformation and e-
governance. The study also highlights the practical implications of
these legislative developments for administrative practice and judicial
adjudication, demonstrating how the recognition of electronic writing
enhances legal certainty, facilitates the modernization of public
administration, and supports the efficient conclusion and execution of
administrative contracts in a digital environment.
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